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The Poison of Poor Perspective 
Elder Jason M. Hood, District Chairman  

 used her influence as queen toward having the 
act rescinded. In the process, the king tried to 
overcome a sleepless night by having the official 
history of the kingdom read to him. It just so 
happened that Mordecai's story was read. The 
king proposed to honor Mordecai. Haman 
unwittingly planned the celebration thinking it 
was actually for his own honor.  
 
In the end Haman and his sons were hanged on 
the very gallows that had been built to kill 
Mordecai and his kinsmen. Esther was still queen. 
Mordecai still had never bowed. Haman and his 
children died.  
 
The beginning of Haman's anger was tunnel 
vision. Never mind the hundreds of thousands of 
people who were laying on the ground all around 
with their hands outstretched in honor towards 
him. All Haman could see was one stubborn man 
leaned up against the side of a building with his 
arms folded, his eyes silently screaming the 
message, "I will never bow to you." Every evil 
action thereafter can be tied back to Haman's 
refusal to see the 99.9% of things that were going 
his way. Instead, he fixated on the one thing - the 
one man - who would not bend.  

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

Ever since I was first 
introduced to the Bible my 
perspective of its stories, 
morals, and principles has 
tended toward seeing 
things in what some would 
call a unique way.     

tended toward seeing things in what some would call 
a unique way. One such area of Scripture is the Book 
of Esther. It is obvious to any reader that Esther is the 
main character. After all, the book is named after this 
Jewish woman and, with great detail, tells the story 
of her rise from being "just any other girl" to being 
the wife of the King of Persia. Incidental to her story 
is the subplot of Haman and Mordecai. Perhaps it is 
because of my gender, but their story has always 
intrigued me far more than that of Esther.  
 
Mordecai had raised Esther as if she was his own 
daughter. When the time came that Queen Vashti 
was exiled from the Persian court, Esther was among 
the young virgins brought to the King in the search 
for a new bride. Mordecai saw to it. He worked to 
position his adopted daughter into a place of favor 
and influence. Once Esther had been chosen, 
Mordecai learned of a plot by the king's 
chamberlains - his household managers - Bigthan and 
Teresh to assassinate the king. Mordecai intervened 
and, as a result, the incident was recorded in the 
official history book of the kingdom.   
 
Haman was a high official in the court of the Persian 
king. As was customary at that time, passing 
government officials would be honored by 
bystanders who would bow at the waist before the 
authority figure. Upon Haman's elevation to the 
highest position of honor below that of the king, a 
decree went forward that everyone should prostrate 
themselves before Haman. This took the custom of 
bowing at the waist to a level akin to idolatry as 
people were expected to lay themselves on the 
ground before Haman. One man refused - Mordecai. 
 
This single incident raised the anger of Haman to the 
point of insanity as he sought the king for a decree 
whereby all the Jews in Persia might be killed. 
Ultimately, Mordecai bought the plot to Esther who 
used her influence as queen toward having the act 
rescinded. 
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OUR MOTTO 

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell together in unity.” – Psalm 

133:1 

“With Apostolic doctrine and Apostolic 

fellowship with an Apostolic aim, this body of 

Christian ministers and workers are determined 

and hope to obtain Apostolic results.” 

 

An unfortunate health concern with a dear 
Sister in the Louisburg Church served as the 
first opening of a door in the community of 
Hermitage, MO. Twice a month, the Sapp 
family is traveling to Hermitage – a 
community of about 800 souls – to hold 
services at a senior care center. The services 
have grown to include staff members, and 
their hearts are growing tenderer to the 
Gospel message with each passing week.  
 
What started as a nursing home ministry is 
growing into a seed-planting endeavor – a 
preaching point – to reach this otherwise 
unreached community.  
 
Please continue to pray for the Randy Sapp 
family and New Beginnings Apostolic 
Church in Louisburg, MO as they continue to 
reach for the souls of Hermitage.  
 
 
 
 
 

New Preaching Point  
Hermitage, MO - The Sapp Family 
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REMINDER 
The first Monday of every month has been set aside as a day 

of prayer and fasting for the Missouri District ACJC.  
 

“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ …”   Colossians 6:2 
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Conservative scholarly estimates have placed the 
population of the Persian empire at this time to be at least 
20 million. Was the faithful obedience of 19,999,999 
persons not enough?  
 
Had he simply kept walking, Haman would have still been 
the second highest honored man in the empire behind no 
one but the king himself. He would still have his rank, his 
power, and his family. Nothing would have changed in 
Haman's life had he simply accepted the fact that not 
everything or everyone will go your way. He poisoned his 
future by drinking from the fountain of bitterness over the 
rebellion of a single man. What is worse, his own children 
were force-fed the same poison as their father's 
stubbornness tied the nooses around their necks. 
 
Poor perspective. The inability to see beyond the things 
that bother us. Fixating on what is wrong. Ignoring 
everything that is right. It is a common enough human 
disease. One could even say it is a part of our human 
nature. But as the screenwriter John Huston once wrote, 
“Human nature is what we are put on this earth to rise 
above.” The fact that it is common enough and natural 
enough does not give us a reasonable excuse for saying 
such behavior is “good enough.”  
 
Let us consider our own lives. It is a common enough issue 
in relationships that a single wrong is allowed to erase a 
lifetime of right. Go back to your school days and 
remember how little it took to break up the 
boyfriend/girlfriend relationship. Unfortunately, the same 
degree of immaturity which is understandable in children 
too often follows us into adulthood. We grow up in body 
but not in mind; not in our perspective – our way of 
looking at things.  
 
How easily we forget all that is right, all that is good, all 
that is going our way. How easily we focus on one 
stubborn situation, one stubborn illness, one stubborn 
person, and allow it to blind us toward the honor being 
bestowed upon us from a million other directions. Put 
yourself in Haman’s shoes. How do you want your story to 
end: as a person of honor or as the poisoned victim of poor 
perspective? ● 
 
  
 
 
 

The Missouri District ACJC 
Welcomes   

 

Dr. Clinton & Sis. Gail Willis 

At our August Fellowship Meeting in 
Louisburg, MO the right hand of 
fellowship was extended to Dr. and 
Sis. Willis as he received his full 
Ministerial Credential with the 
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ 
working in conjunction with the 
Missouri District. We are thankful for 
this dedicated couple and their work 
in the Kingdom.  
 
They are recommended to the 
Churches of our District and 
organization as Evangelists. We pray 
God’s blessings on all their future 
endeavors.  
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Christ Fellowship hosted the Missouri District 
Ladies’ Conference in Lebanon, MO on 
September 17, 2022.  The theme was “When 
Zion Travails” and the focus was on preparing 
the Church for the birth of new souls.  Sister 
Sandi Sapp started the morning encouraging us 
to build and nurture our relationship with God, 
followed by Sister Elaine Hood with a message 
about being used of God to strengthen the 
body in times of corporate worship.  
 
The district ladies worked together to provide 
lunch on site and a great time of fellowship was 
had by all.  Sister Jennifer Everett from the 
OK/AR District joined us and closed the day out 
urging the ladies to pray for lost souls. 
 
 
 
 

2022 Missouri 
Ladies’ Conference 

Report 

Sis. Sandi Sapp 

Missouri District 

Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader 

Sis. Elaine Hood 

Host 

Christ Fellowship APC 

Sis. Jennifer Everett 

The Apostolics of Dumas 

Dumas, Arkansas  

We are thankful for 

almost double 

attendance over 2021. 

CONFERENCE QUOTES 

 

“If the Church is going to bear children, 

she must first have an intimate 

relationship with Christ.” 

                        – Sis. Sandi Sapp 

 

“We must transition from, ‘I’ll submit to 

being used because that’s the right thing 

to do’ to ‘Here I am, Lord, use me.’” 

                                          – Sis. Elaine Hood 

 

“We must travail before we can prevail.” 
                                            – Sis. Jennifer Everett 



 

  

Never Give Up! 
Sis. Sandi Sapp, Missouri District Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader 

 
We have a number of bird feeders full of sunflower seeds in our yard.  Apparently, the squirrels 
think we put them up just for them.  We have tried a variety of deterrents to keep them out of the 
feeders and each seems to work for a short time, but the squirrels always find a way to get to the 
seeds.   
 

We finally put the feeders on poles and put metal flashing on the poles for a couple of feet.  The next day we 
watched the squirrels try in vain to get to the feeders...and the next day, and the next day. Yes!  Success!  They 
could not climb the pole and the trees were too far away for them to jump to the pole.  They would try jumping on 
the pole and the metal would prevent them from getting a foothold so they would fall to the ground.  Then they 
would climb the tree and go to the very end of the lowest branches, but after looking at the feeder they would 
decide they could not make the jump and would return to the tree trunk. I almost felt bad for the squirrels when 
they would climb the nearby tree and just lay on a branch and look longingly at the feeders.  
 
However, these squirrels wanted those sunflower seeds BADLY and they determined not to give up!  One day I 
looked out to see a squirrel in one of the feeders.  I went outside and scared him off then returned to the house.  I 
knew he was going to go right back and, sure enough, he did.  He went out to the very end of the lowest branch of 
the nearest tree and flung himself in the air toward the feeder. He barely caught the bottom part of the feeder but 
it was enough to allow him to pull himself up and over to the seeds. 
 
Apparently, almost missing the feeder did not discourage him as we watched him do this acrobatic trick a number 
of times. So, my husband went out and cut off the lowest branch, hoping this would fix the problem. 
 
Well, this morning we looked outside and sure enough, one of those little thieves had managed to jump from an 
even higher branch and land on the feeder!  I scared him off and he went running.  So far, he has not tried it again, 
but I am not fooled.  Another branch will be coming off the tree.  Will that solve our problem?  Only time will tell. 
     
While watching the determination of these mischievous squirrels I have noted a few things: 
 

 When we really, truly, want something we will do what it takes to get it. 

 What looks impossible at the beginning, is not necessarily impossible. 

 When your way is blocked, look for another opening. 

 Stretch yourself beyond what you feel comfortable with. 

 Failure is inevitable, but it is only final if you allow it to be. 

 Never give up! 
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What does the term “Apostolic Church” mean? 
Evangelist Dr. Clinton Willis, Th.D  

 
In our English Bible the Greek word for 
“Church,” is “ekklesia” this term is 
translated in most places as “Church.”  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The word “ekklesia” is found in one hundred and fifteen places 
in the New Testament. It is translated in English one hundred 
and thirteen times “Church” and the remaining times it is 
translated “assembly.” In Greek, the word “ekklesia” meant “a 
called-out assembly of “Born Again” citizens (that have obeyed 
Acts 2:38) summoned by the caller, (Jesus Christ), the legislative 
assembly.” The word as used in the New Testament is taken 
from the root of this word, which simply means to “call out.” 
Those who have been “called out” by Jesus Christ a people that 
are different and came out from the Secular World and 
Paganism that assemble themselves before their King Jesus that 
has called them out of darkness and into His glorious Light. The 
term Church can also be translated into English as the 
“assembly” or “congregation.” 
 
Apostolic: To be like the New Testament Apostles and early 
Church. We understand that this term means the actual belief 
system, faith teachings or practice of the original Apostles of 
the Holy Bible that were chosen and taught by Jesus. To be like 
the Apostles in practice and follow only their original doctrine 
or “apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42) teachings and examples 
found in the Scriptures. Hebrews 2:3 “How shall we escape, if 
we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him;” 
 
We must understand that the Apostles were actually with Jesus, 
He taught them. He opened up their understanding of the 
Scriptures (Luke 24:44-47). In order to really know or 
understand original first century Biblical Truths or to know Jesus 
as Savior we must become apostolic or follow the authentic 
instruction of those who were there with Jesus as recorded in 
the Holy Bible. Real Apostolic/Pentecostal people believe in and 
accept nothing but the real authentic Holy Scriptures as their 
guide in matters of faith and practice. Therefore, the later 
Roman Catholic Church is not truly apostolic. We know that this 
religious system is based upon paganism and later “non-
inspired” man-made Creeds, traditions and dogmas and not 
purely upon “Sola Scriptura” or only the Scriptures. 
 
“The high priest asked Jesus of his disciples and his doctrine. 
Jesus answered him,…why asketh thou me? Ask them (the 
Apostles) which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, 
they know what I said.” Or they understood what He taught 

them. (John 18:19-21). 

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them (the Church) also 
which shall believe on me through their (the Apostles) *word:” 
(John 17:20). “Then Peter said unto them, repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
“Then they that gladly received *his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” (Acts 
2:38, 41-42). 
 
“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel (Acts 2:38) than that which we (the Apostles) have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:8). The 
Holy Scriptures are very plain that we must not believe preach 
or teach any other gospel other than the original one established 
by the Apostles found in Acts of the Apostles chapter two and 
verse 38! 
 
Anyone who does not believe in or promote the Acts 2:38 Gospel 
simply is not apostolic. The actual original “founders” of Biblical 
Christianity were Christ and the apostles (Ephesians 2:20). The 
fundamental truths they taught are far more trustworthy than 
any later apostate movements. We must have our belief system 
and foundation in line with them only! “For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 3:11). 
“As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no 
other doctrine,” (1 Timothy 1:3).  
 
The Apostle Paul charged Timothy to instruct the Saints and 
Ministers to teach no other doctrine. (See 2 John 1:9-11). The 
only doctrine taught and allowed in the early Church was the 
“Apostles’ Doctrine” (Acts 2:42). Therefore, we should believe 
and follow only the original first century Apostles teaching found 
in the Holy Scriptures, not later second, third, fourth or fifth 
century so-called Roman Catholic Church “Fathers” non-inspired 
teachings. Read and study Jude 1:3, Romans 16:17, 
Deuteronomy 4:2, Proverbs 30:5-6, and Revelations 22:18-19. 
Again, only those that obey teach and follow only the inspired 
Biblical teachings of the Apostles are truly “Apostolic.” 
 
Jude 1:3 “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints.” This Faith started on 
the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem, Israel. Acts 2:1-4, 38-42. We 
must earnestly contend for this same Faith.  ● 
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Philippines Missions Update 
Bishop R.A. Zaragoza – ACJC Philippines 

Second year students in the Apostolic School of Theology continue in preparation to serve the 
Kingdom through advanced training. Meanwhile, first year students are pictured here in a doctrine 
class.   

Recently, 38 souls were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. Please continue 
to pray for these new converts as they become disciples.  



 

NEED ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR YOUR CONGREGATION? 
Contact Pastor Jason Hood – 573-201-5700    
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

MISSOURI DISTRICT YOUTH RALLY 
Saturday, November 5 @ 11AM  

Christ Fellowship Apostolic Pentecostal Church 
380 South Washington Avenue 

Lebanon, Missouri 
Speaker: Rev. Brian Hodge, ACJC National Youth Leader 

 

MINISTER’S HOLIDAY BANQUET 
Saturday, December 3 @ 1PM 

T’s Steakhouse 
221 Evergreen Parkway 

Lebanon, Missouri 
 

PLEASE ATTEND AND SUPPORT YOUR ORGANIZATION! 
 

 

National Goal: $2,500 

Deadline: 12/31/22 

Please Send Your Special Offering to: 
 

Pastor Robert McCauley 
National Home Missions Secretary 

P.O. Box 1485 
Princeton, Texas  75407 

 
 

 


