An Observation Generation

Pastor Jason M. Hood, Missouri District Chairman
A young man in our church
made me aware of a very
curious trend. In a time
when stores are filled with
every imaginable variety of toy, children are
foregoing actually playing with toys choosing
instead to watch online videos of other
children playing with toys.
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As a child, I was not blessed with the best of
things. My favorite toys were a large spoon and
a small patch of dirt in the flowerbed of my
great-grandmother’s apartment. It would have
never occurred to me to find enjoyment in
watching someone else take the spoon and dig
in the dirt. And, frankly, it’s very alarming to
think we might have a generation which,
thanks in large part to the “digital age,” gets joy
and fulfillment from watching rather than
being involved.
In many things, but especially things spiritual,
we live in an observation generation. Perhaps
one of the saddest consequences of the recent
global COVID-19 pandemic is the further
normalizing of the digital experience as a
replacement for personal contact. One must
wonder how many Christians will forever
substitute attending a worship service with
being an at-home observer as a much-needed
temporary measure turns into a way of life.
God never intended Christians to live in some
kind of “observer status.” Hebrews 10:25
reminds us of the need for physically coming
together in the assembly. 1 Corinthians 14:26
reminds us of the need to be active and
participate once we are in the assembly. But
the more we create a “worship experience,” as
it is often called today, that excludes more and
more of the body from participating, the trend
toward observing is encouraged.

In churches today you see hands raised, yes,
but what about the loud joyful shouting for
which we were once known? You hear songs,
yes, but what about songs you can clap to?
Have we become bashful about participating in
those things that our modern society calls
undignified and old-fashioned?
Let us go a step further: in many cases, simple
things like congregational singing are replaced
by congregational “watching the worship
team.” Prayer meeting is too often “one person
prays and we listen.” Are we really going to
settle for the assembly being a place where we
look at a screen and watch someone else
“play”?
Why participate when you can observe?
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MISSOURI DISTRICT ACJC
FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS
May Fellowship Meeting
Friday, May 7th 7PM
New Beginnings Apostolic Church
42 New Hope Road
Louisburg, Missouri
Host: Pastor Randy Sapp
June Fellowship Meeting
Friday, June 11th 7PM
Living Waters Apostolic Church
1665 East St. Louis Street
Springfield, Missouri
Host: Pastor Michael Adkins
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He is a rich, full, free, and inexhaustible fountain!
By J.R. Miller
"The same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him!"
Romans 10:12
This verse is full of precious consolation. As "Lord over all" He
is able to enrich others. He possesses an inexhaustible stock of
spiritual blessings, by which He can "be rich unto all who call
upon Him."
Note the objects of His enriching grace: "Unto all who call upon
Him."
He enriches the guilty one, with the pardon of all his sins,
however numerous and flagrant. (1 John 1:7; Acts 13:38).
He enriches those condemned by the law, with deliverance and
justification. (Acts 13:39; Romans 5:1; 8:1).

July Fellowship Meeting
Friday, July 8th 7PM
Christ Fellowship APC
380 South Washington Avenue
Lebanon, Missouri
Host: Pastor Jason M. Hood

He enriches the unrighteous and defiled, with cleansing grace
and regenerating power, to make them "new creatures in
Christ Jesus." 2 Corinthians 5:17.

A special offering for Home Missions will be
received at the July Fellowship Meeting.

He is a rich, full, free, and inexhaustible fountain! What more
can be said?

The Missouri District of the Apostolic
Church of Jesus Christ International, Inc.
www.ACJCMO.org
acjcmissouri@gmail.com
Office: (636) 253-3194
Pastor Jason M. Hood, District Chairman/Editor
Pastor Michael G. Adkins, Secretary/Treasurer
Sister Karen Adkins, Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader
Please address district offerings to:
ACJC Missouri District
1173 Red Clover Road
Strafford, MO 65757

ACJC Missouri District

He enriches the outcast and abandoned, with adoption into His
redeemed family, and all its precious privileges.

He enriches . . .
the ignorant—with wisdom,
the weak—with strength,
the fearful—with courage,
the depressed—with consolation,
the soldier of the cross—with armor, success, and
conquest,
the tempted and tried—with support and a way of
escape,
the afflicted and bereaved—with strength according
to the day,
the dying—with the hope of immortality, and
afterwards with Heaven itself!
He can make all grace to abound to all His people!
"The LORD gives grace and glory. No good thing does He
withhold from those who walk uprightly!" - Psalm 84:11
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OVER 100 SOULS BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST!
THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST – PHILIPPINES
Bishop R.A. Zaragoza, Overseer

RECENT BAPTISMS
Pastor R.A.Zaragoza baptized 32 souls in the saving name of Jesus. Pastor Pedro Corilla baptized 20 souls. Pastor Ed
Custodio baptized 30 souls. Pastor Eeonor De Luna baptized 12 Souls. Pastor Leth Doydoy baptized 15 souls in the saving
name of Jesus Christ.

BUILDING PROJECT
Pastor Pedro Corilla Jr., the pastor of Jesus Apostolic Crusaders Sanctuary, together with the church members are building
a chapel to be their place of worship. They are building it by faith and thank God as of this day the columns are gradually
being built.

APOSTOLIC SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
The first and second batch of students received the Bibles that were sponsored by the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ
International in the United States. It was just in time following the lockdown and quarantine last year. Thank you very
much ACJC International. The third batch will be on the following week. First and second year students have just completed
their first semester examinations.

SUPPORT FOREIGN MISSIONS
Send your Foreign Missions offerings to Pastor Michael Adkins, 1173 Red Clover Rd., Strafford, MO 65757.

ACJC Missouri District
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GREAT ATTENDANCE. ANOINTED MINISTRY. A MIGHTY MOVE OF GOD.
2021 ACJC MISSOURI STATE CONFERENCE
Hosted by Christ Fellowship Apostolic Pentecostal Church, Lebanon, Missouri

The 2021 Missouri State Conference of the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ International, Inc. was held on Thursday, April
1 and Friday, April 2 at Christ Fellowship Apostolic Pentecostal Church in Lebanon, Missouri. We were joined by ministers
from Oklahoma, Arkansas, Tennessee and Mississippi including our General Chairman, Bishop Lonnie Smith, General
Secretary, Elder Richard Gearin, Oklahoma District Chairman, Elder Charles Smith, and National Home Missions Director,
Elder Gordon Alexander. Attendance was high both in person and online with the live streamed services reaching nearly
500 viewers in 4 countries.
On Thursday night, Pastor Michael G. Adkins (Springfield, MO) ministered about the need for the Church to be a place of
healing for even the most spiritually sick in this world in a message titled “The Trauma Center.” Bishop Lonnie Smith
(Smackover, AR) reminded us on Friday morning of the key characteristic of being a fellowship – forgiving one another,
spending time with one another – and how to be a spiritual fellowship by avoiding carnality. Finally, Pastor Jason M. Hood
(Lebanon, MO) spoke in the Friday night service that “God Needs You to Know Your Place,” encouraging us to find the will
of God for our lives and to do it wholeheartedly as that is the most important task we can do in the Kingdom.
The Friday afternoon business meeting saw the official reinstitution of the Missouri District after a period of inactivity. The
Executive Board appointed Pastor Jason M. Hood to the office of State Chairman. Pastor Michael G. Adkins was afterward
appointed as State Secretary/Treasurer. Sis. Karen Adkins will be serving as Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader with the assistance of
Sis. Elaine Hood. We were also honored to receive and approve the application for Credentials of Ordination for Pastor
Randy Sapp of New Beginning Apostolic Church in Louisburg, MO. We look forward to all that the Lord will do in the years
to come through the labor of the Missouri District.

ACJC Missouri District
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God Is Faithful

Pastor Michael Adkins, Missouri District Secretary/Treasurer

2 Chron. 7:14: “If my people, which are
called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.
One of the greatest struggles a person has in his own flesh
is the struggle with pride. Ego is inherent in each of us. It is
always lurking beneath the surface, eager to be recognized,
flattered, and lifted up. Pride drives us to succeed at any
cost, living life on our own terms. We want to be self-made,
and we want everyone to recognize just how great we
really are.
Deep in the heart of a Spirit-filled believer is the quest to
live a life of true humility, but it cannot be achieved until
the struggle against pride is won. It is astonishing how
much effort it takes for humility to overcome pride to the
extent it can flow outward in our conversations and
actions. In the struggle between pride and humility we find
truth in the saying “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak.”
Throughout Old Testament history, God’s people found
themselves at war with heathen nations. Most often, the
cause of each conflict was rooted in the pride that had
worked its way into their hearts and lives. The cycle
repeated itself over and over: God would bless, the people
would become proud of their blessing, their pride would
lead to worldliness, God would bring an enemy army to do
battle with them, and finally His people would humble
themselves and pray, returning to a right relationship with
God.
In II Chronicles 7:14, the Lord told Solomon, “If my people,
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked

ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land.” The Lord told Solomon that
His people needed to “humble themselves and pray.” In
other words, He was calling them to go beyond the flesh
and walk in the Spirit. We must not wait for life to humble
us. We must not wait for circumstances to humble us. We
must not wait for God to humble us. It is far better to learn
to humble ourselves and pray, choosing to rely completely
upon the Lord.
When you turn to the Lord in humility and prayer, you can
have full confidence that God will respond. As He informed
Solomon, humbling yourself and praying will get the
attention of Heaven: “Then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land” (II Chronicles
7:14).
God could choose to move at any moment on your behalf.
In fact, He could keep the battle from ever coming your
way. However, He often chooses not to do so. Instead, He
waits to see what your response will be when the struggle
comes. He waits to see what role pride will play when you
are confronted with the blessings He sends your way. He
will resist you if you allow pride and arrogance to lead you.
But if you willingly choose to humble yourself and pray, He
will be faithful to you and deliver you.
My final thought
The outcome of our life is determined by how we live
moment by moment. The Word instructs us on every
aspect of our lives. Yet some instructions serve as
foundational principles on which to build our lives. First
Peter 5:5 says, “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another,
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble.” Take a moment and pay
particular attention to the words “and be clothed with
humility.”

Continued on Page 6

REMEMBER: A SPECIAL HOME MISSIONS OFFERING WILL
BE RECEIVED AT THE JULY FELLOWSHIP MEETING.
ACJC Missouri District
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UPCOMING ACJC
NATIONAL EVENTS
National Youth Camp
Tuesday, June 22 - Thursday, June 24, 2021
ACJC National Campground - Campbell, TX
107th Annual General Conference
Monday, July 26 - Thursday, July 29, 2021
ACJC National Campground - Campbell, TX
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Continued from Page 5, “God Is Faithful”
Every morning, we look in our closet to decide what we are going
to wear for the day. Often, our mood can determine which
garment we choose. Sometimes the activities of the day will
dictate the decision for us. Regardless, we choose our outfit for
the day and then display it for everyone to see.
We also have a spiritual closet we enter into at the beginning of
each day. The choices are laid out before us, and we decide how
we will adorn our spirits for that day. James tells us we should be
clothed with humility. Let it be the humility of mind, heart, and
spirit that is put on display for all the world to see. By doing so, we
are ensuring that God is on our side and will faithfully fight our
battles for us. ●

National Men's Conference
Thursday, Nov. 4 - Friday, Nov. 5, 2021
Dexter Pentecostal Church - Dexter, MS

For more national events or to sign up
for monthly reminder emails, visit
ACJCII.org.

Continued from Page 1, “An Observation
Generation”
Unfortunately, observation has not only replaced
participation, it has been redefined as
participation. The observation generation watches
and feels they have accomplished something. They
don’t see the difference. Could it be we’ve allowed
them to believe there isn’t one because of our
passiveness?

Follow us online at ACJCMO.org

Only participants win. You can go to a sports game,
sit in the stands, and cheer and, in the end, the
team you cheered for might win. But you didn’t
win. Try walking onto the field and having your
picture taken with the winning team, or
demanding the right to hold the trophy. You didn’t
participate; you didn’t win. Let us not fool
ourselves into believing that we can sit on the
sidelines of spiritual life and still walk into eternity
wearing the victor’s crown. ●

ACJC Missouri District

Page 6

Apostolic
Apostolic Truth
Truth

May/June
May/June 2021
2021

What Really Matters

Sis. Elaine Hood, On Behalf of the Missouri Ladies’ Auxiliary

Life is often a whirlwind of frantically
making and checking off to-do lists.
Mixed into that are goals and dreams
we are either attempting to fulfill,
or chucking into a “bucket list” for the future. Amidst the
chaos of work, appointments, cleaning, shopping, cooking,
church… Every now and then, we have to slow down and
take stock of where we are in life and what we really want
to accomplish. If we aren’t careful, the constant barrage of
“important” things on our to-do list will push out the truly
necessary, and before we realize what has happened, we
are racing full-speed ahead AWAY from accomplishing
those things that truly matter to us. OR, we are managing
all of the “important” things and all of the “necessary”
things at the expense of our sanity, health, and peace of
mind.
Take a moment and consider the most important goals in
your life. If you are married, odds are good that keeping
your marriage healthy is on that list. Paying off debt by a
certain date might be a priority. Maintaining a healthy and
stable walk with God should be on the list, but in addition,
you might have a burden to be involved in a particular area
of ministry. Improving some aspect of your health,
advancing on your job, teaching your kids certain skills…
Now consider your typical to-do list each week. Are the
things you are doing helping you achieve those goals? Are
there things that are eating your time WITHOUT helping
you reach those goals?
The impetus for this article came a few weeks ago as I was
talking to my husband about my to-do list for the week. I
was in over my head with work from a new client I had
taken on, while several other very important projects got
shoved to the back burner, leaving me feeling like a failure
across the board. It suddenly occurred to me that the
financial goals I had been chasing by taking on a new client
were “nice to haves” that really didn’t matter to me, but
the projects I was putting on the back burner were things
that I cared deeply about. I was trying to “do it all” and in
the process, I was losing the joy and excitement of being
involved in what mattered to me, while simultaneously
tanking my own sense of self-worth, because I couldn’t
effectively manage everything on my plate.

ACJC Missouri District

So, again I ask – are there things eating your time without
helping you achieve the things that are really crucial to
you? Most of us have a hard time saying, “No,” and an
even harder time off-loading things we have already taken
on. But as difficult as those decisions may be, you only live
once. When you look back, will what you are achieving
make your eyes sparkle and a smile cross your face? In my
case, I doubt when I’m 115 I would even remember that
we were able to pay our car off 6 months early because I
worked longer hours, but I can almost guarantee that I
WILL remember the area of ministry I am now able to be
involved in by choosing what mattered over those client
hours. And in the process, I am happier, more at peace,
and have greater self-confidence because at the end of the
day, I have worked toward the essential goals in my life,
not just the riffraff that would try to press in and take over
my time.
Choose what matters! ●
Sis. Hood submitted this article on behalf of Sis. Karen
Adkins, Missouri District ACJC Ladies’ Auxiliary Director.

FIRECRACKER PUNCH RECIPE
This simple punch has been extremely popular
over the years and is a throwback to the great
memories of the family events of yesteryear.
Ingredients:
-

4 cups cranberry juice
1 1/2 cups sugar
4 cups pineapple juice
1 tablespoon almond extract
2 quarts Sprite

Directions:
Combine first 4 ingredients, then chill.
Add chilled Sprite just before serving.
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C O MI NG SO O N!
A CONFERENCE OF ENCOURAGMENT
TACKLING CHALLENGES OF
APOSTOLIC SINGLES
Schedule of Sessions:
Friday, August 13 7PM
Saturday, August 14 10AM & 1PM
Fellowship Outing to Follow
For Ages 20+

Hosted By:
Christ Fellowship APC
380 South Washington Avenue
Lebanon, Missouri
NO REGISTRATION FEE
(Cost of outing will not be covered)

REGISTER BY JULY 31ST BY CONTACTING SIS. TAMMY– 804-519-3479

ACJC NATIONAL CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SEMINAR
A ONE-DAY ONLINE SEMINAR FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY WORKERS

Sponsored by the ACJC National Sunday School Department and the Missouri District ACJC
Date and Time To Be Announced

MISSOURI DISTRICT ACJC MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

The Missouri District ACJC
Newsletter is sponsored by:
Your continued generous financial support
of our District
and
Biblical Apostolic University
Learn more about earning your degree in
Theology, Ministry, or Christian Counseling at
home and at your own pace at
BiblicalApostolic.com.

NEED ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR YOUR CONGREGATION?
Contact Pastor Jason Hood – 573-201-5700
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COMING SEPTEMBER 2021

