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The Businesslike Approach to Church 
Elder Jason M. Hood, District Chairman  

Pastors have transformed themselves into the 
CEO of the church corporation, emphasizing the 
importance of their roll as manager of corporate 
affairs while viewing members as either 
customers or employees. The success of a church 
is measured by the size of the congregation, 
quality of facility, and availability of programs to 
cater to the wants of the attendees.  
 
When the need for growth is felt, gimmicks and 
programs are implemented. Failure to get behind 
these efforts is viewed as poor performance or 
bad attitude. Members, when treated as 
employees, are given motivational speeches 
intended to hold them in the church business and 
train them to serve the creature. And, finally, the 
direction of the whole system serves to build a 
leader’s legacy and sway the members from 
going to a competitor.  
 
Many walked away from American churches 
because their relationship was with the CEO (who 
was now a TV star on a screen), their desire was 
for the programs (which had to be canceled due 
to the pandemic), and they were addicted to 
being served (which is the opposite of biblical 
Christianity in the first place).  

 

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

Globally, Christianity in 
general is on a decline and 
the United States is leading 
the way.  

 
On the heels of such a bold statement, let me 
remind us of the words of one dear Elder who 
spoke to me in Spring of 2020. Regarding the 
global COVID-19 pandemic he said, “Through 
this, churches will see a great shaking of those 
who really have it and those who don’t.” He was 
in no way equating contracting the disease with 
a fallen spiritual condition. Rather, he was 
making the point that this would be a moment of 
decision in the lives of many who, for lack of 
better words, didn’t have enough “stick to it” to 
persist in their relationship with God through the 
storm.  
 
What we have seen is a situation where over 
60% of Americans who used to attend church 
have yet to return to their house of worship. 
Churches are closing their doors in record 
numbers while ministers are leaving the ministry 
at such a pace that around 10% of American 
churches are without a Pastor. It begs the 
question: “How did we get here?”  
 
In part it is due to American churches turning 
into business models rather than centers of 
spiritual instruction and growth. Think about the 
following.  
 
Businesses have:  
 
A CEO. A customer base. Competition. Marketing 
plans. Program based growth strategies. 
Numerically based success metrics. Employee 
strategies focused on servicing the business. 
 
Take these seven markers of a business and look 
at the average church in the United States today. 
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REMINDER 
The first Monday of every month has been set aside as a day 

of prayer and fasting for the Missouri District.  
 

“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ …”   Colossians 6:2 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
March Fellowship Meeting 
Saturday, March 12 - 1PM 

Living Waters Apostolic Church 
1665 East St. Louis Street 

Springfield, Missouri 
Host: Pastor Michael Adkins 

 
2022 Missouri District Conference 

Thursday, March 31 - 7PM 
Friday, April 1 - 9AM & 6PM 

New Beginnings Apostolic Church 
42 New Hope Road 

Buffalo, Missouri 
Host: Pastor Randy Sapp 

 
ACJC National Ladies Conference 

Thursday, April 28 and Friday April 29 
ACJC National Campground 

Campbell, Texas 
For Info: Sis. Mary Smith 

918-261-2788 
 

Missouri District Men’s Conference 
Saturday, May 14 

Living Waters Apostolic Church 
1655 East St. Louis Street 

Springfield, Missouri 
10AM & 11AM: Teaching Sessions     
2PM Speaker: Pastor Dan Jackson 

 
MO District Youth & Children’s Day Camp 

Saturday, May 14 
Christ Fellowship APC 

380 South Washington Ave.  
Lebanon, Missouri 

10AM – 3PM Ages 4+ Lunch will be provided. 
 

 

National Youth Camp 
Tuesday, June 14 – Thursday, June 16 

Lake Benson Campground 
Bon Aqua, Tennessee 

For Info: Bro. Michael Luna 
254-338-6415 

 
108th General Conference of the 
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ 

Monday, July 25 – Thursday, July 28 
ACJC National Campground 

Campbell, Texas 
 

ATTEND AND SUPPORT YOUR 
ORGANIZATION! 
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While it is true that any institution that handles money 
must conduct itself properly – with integrity and structure 
– a completely businesslike approach to the church is in no 
way, shape, or form the Apostolic pattern. Biblical 
Christianity was nor born in the shadow of polished 
preachers pushing programs. It was delivered in a prayer 
room, baptized in fire, and empowered by supernatural 
unction to turn the known world upside down - one soul 
at a time.  
 
Preachers – We must be more than a fancy suit of clothes 
with hollow prayer lives. We must rise to the challenge of 
our day by falling on our knees, relying on the power of 
God over our own business acumen and oratory ability. 
We must cast off the bondage of worldly standards of 
success and measure our ministries by the rule of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Master, and Judge.  
 
Saints – We must desire more than what the church can 
do for us. We must set our eyes heavenward toward our 
God in total consecration and love the things of God 
because we first loved Him. We must be rooted and 
grounded in truth, love, and the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. We must hold our expectations in check 
with biblical principles and build our hopes on things 
eternal.  
 
Why do we feel compelled to look at the denominational 
world as competition? Furthermore, what does it matter 
what they do or how they function? Do we take our cues 
from the church across town or from Christ?  
 
My former Pastor, now deceased, was born again as a child 
in the 1930’s in the last years of the great depression. He 
backslid in his youth and returned to God after being 
discharged from the Army having served with the Allied 
Occupation Force in Germany after World War 2. His 
perspective on pitfalls for the Apostolic Church has 
followed me since I answered a call to ministry in my mid-
teens.   
 
“In the Great Depression,” he said, “Satan did his best to 
starve us to death. Our churches were small clapboard 
buildings on the bad side of town. We weren’t popular. We 
were mocked and laughed at by everyone.”  
 
 

Continued from page 1, “The Businesslike Approach to Church”  

 His eyes would fill with tears as he continued. “Then the 
war came and, after the war, prosperity. Before long, we 
could afford nicer buildings in better neighborhoods. Our 
members became civic leaders and politicians. We became 
popular. Next thing you know, people stopped making fun 
of us and wanted us around. Before long, we were very 
prosperous and very powerless.”  
 
The businesslike approach to church has been born out of 
economic prosperity and spiritual lethargy. In this “chicken 
or the egg” scenario, it’s hard to tell which came first. One 
thing is for certain: the cycle not only hasn’t been broken, 
the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated just how deeply 
engrained the system is within American Christianity.  
 
The late President Harry Truman was famous for a plaque 
on his desk in the Oval Office which read: “The Buck Stops 
Here!”  The saying derives from the slang expression "pass 
the buck" which means passing the responsibility on to 
someone else. In other words, President Truman was 
saying “I’m taking responsibility. No more passing it along. 
I’m going to actually DO something about it!” 
 
Would anyone join me in saying “The Buck Stops Here!” in 
regard to this devastating trend within the Church of Jesus 
Christ? Is anyone ready for Pentecostal Power even if that 
means our churches only average a handful in attendance? 
Could we be content with presence over prestige?  
 
We do not have to settle. We do not have to accept that 
“this is just the way things are.” We do not have to 
embrace a defeated mindset that says, “we can do nothing 
in the face of these difficult times.” We do not have the 
luxury of sitting back and dreaming of yesterday. We must 
awake from our slumber and dedicate our lives to reaching 
back through the fog of spiritual lethargy until we join 
hands with the Apostles and Saints of the first century and 
have our own Day of Pentecost.  
 
There is victory. God will have a people. We are called to 
be the people of God. Let us not do as backslidden Israel 
did in 1 Samuel and trade being a people for being a 
country when they said, “Give us a king like everyone 
else.” No. We are a people led by our Father and 
Redeemer – not just another corporate church.  ● 
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  Harvest Time Revival in the Philippines! 
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Bishop Zaragoza reports 43 souls baptized in the name of Jesus Christ in the first weeks of 2022: 20 souls in San 
Carlos City, 14 in Calasiao, and 9 in Binmaley. Please continue to pray and support the work of the Apostolic Church 
of Jesus Christ in the Philippines. Foreign Missions offerings should be sent to the Missouri District Secretary.  
 
 
 
 

ACJC – Philippines Victory Report 
 

43 souls baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for 

the remission of sins. 
 

The ACJC's current work in the Philippines consists 
of multiple Churches, Ministries, and a Bible School 
under the leadership of Bishop R.A. Zaragoza and is 
headquartered in San Carlos. The Apostolic School 
of Theology is a 2 year intensive program for future 
Pastors and Ministers. In 2020, the school produced 
20 graduates with another 25 first year students 
moving into the second year program. Upon 
graduation, students will be placed with a local 
Pastor to support the work and continue the hands-
on learning experience. 
 
Upon graduation, each student receives a new 
KJV/Tagalog Bible. Contributions are being received 
to furnish these Bibles at a cost of $15 each. 
 

Learn More: ACJCII.org/Philippines 
 

THE PHILIPPINES 
 

Population: 109,180,815 
 

Ethnic Groups: Tagalog 24.4%, 
Bisaya/Binisaya 11.4%, 
Cebuano 9.9%, Ilocano 8.8%, 
Hiligaynon/Ilonggo 8.4%, 
Bikol/Bicol 6.8%, Waray 4%, 
other local ethnicity 26.1%, 
other foreign ethnicity .1%  
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2022 STATE CONFERENCE 
MISSOURI DISTRICT 

OF THE 

APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

 

Theme: “Overcoming This Present Darkness” 
 

New Beginning Apostolic Church  
42 New Hope Road   Louisburg/Buffalo, Missouri 

 
Thursday, March 31 

 
   7 PM  MC: Pastor Randy Sapp 
     Speaker: Elder Charles Smith 
 

Friday, April 1 
 

   9AM  Men’s Teaching Session 
“Confronting Obstacles in Personal Evangelism”  
Speaker: Pastor Michael Adkins 
 
Ladies’ Teaching Session  
“Renewing Your Joy” 
Speaker: Sis. Mary Smith 

 
   10 AM Joint Teaching Session 
     “Thriving in a Post-Christian Culture”  
     Speaker: Elder Jason M. Hood 
 
   11 AM General Business Session  
 
   6 PM  MC: Elder Jason M. Hood 
     Speaker: Elder Charles Smith 
 
 

Ministers: You must be current with your District and National financial obligations (dues & good standing) 
prior to the General Business Session in order to participate. If your church wishes to send a delegate to the 
District Conference General Business Session, please make sure a letter to that effect is submitted to the 
District Secretary as soon as possible and prior to the General Business Session.  
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No Spiritual Clearance Rack 
Sis. Sandi Sapp, Missouri District Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader 

 
                   I am, by nature, a penny-pincher.  I just     
                   love to find a good deal!  I clip coupons,  
                   use various savings apps on my phone,  
                   use store reward programs, buy on sale 

and in bulk, shop clearance racks and thrift stores -- I even 
shop the clearance rack IN the thrift stores!  To be honest, 
it frustrates me to pay full price for anything! 
 
Countless times my husband has listened as I regale him 
with my shopping exploits!  Some people love to tell how 
much they paid for something -- I love to tell how little I 
paid for something.  Oftentimes I have told him, "Check out 
all this stuff I got for only this much!"  And he truly does 
appreciate the fact that I stretch our budget by finding 
good deals but sometimes I know he just humors me when 
he listens to my shopping stories.  And I am sure he 
wonders why in the world we need more shampoo or body 
wash, even if it is free (or better yet, "They paid me to take 
this out of the store for them!") 
 
In many ways this discount-searching mindset can be quite 
beneficial.  We have tried many new products simply 
because I got them dirt-cheap or free.  Many we have 
enjoyed, some we've pledged never to buy again.  We have 
been able to enjoy some small luxuries that  we would have 
not been able to otherwise and we have been able to 
splurge on some nicer things because we had saved money 
in other areas. 
 
But there are pitfalls to this mindset as well.  It is easy to 
get so caught up in getting a good deal that it becomes an 
obsession, thinking I have to get in on every possible 
"deal".  And it is easy to let my "stock-pile" become an 
excuse to hoard items or to clutter up my home.  
Even more concerning than the natural pitfalls, there are 
the spiritual pitfalls that I must guard against -- the mindset 
that I can have what I want or need from God without 
paying full price -- that somehow I can pay a discounted 
price but still have all that God offers.    
 

 But the truth is there is no half-price sale on the anointing 
of God!  No coupon, no clearance rack, no rebate, no 
discount of any kind!  If I want to walk with God and have 
His anointing, His blessing, and His power, I have to lay 
aside my penny-pinching, "never pay full price" mindset.   
 
The Bible tells us of a couple that thought they could buy a 
spiritual anointing from the clearance rack.  Ananias and 
Sapphira -- we are all familiar with their story, how they 
sold their property and gave half of the money to Peter 
while claiming to have given it all.  They wanted the 
blessing of God, the power and the anointing.  They wanted 
the favor of God and of men.  They wanted to be counted 
among those who gave all, but they wanted to do it at half-
price.  This is an impossibility, my friend!  The things of God 
are available to us, but we have to pay the price, the FULL 
price.  There is no other way. 
 
We all like to read in Acts 2 where the Holy Ghost fell on 
those in the upper room.  We love to read about the 
miracles that unfolded throughout the New Testament!  
But let's go back to Acts 1:14 where we read that they all 
continued with one accord in prayer and supplication. Let's 
read in the last part of Acts 2 where the Bible says they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and 
fellowship, in breaking of bread, and in prayer -- where 
they came together in unity and had all things common 
with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  The power and 
anointing we read about didn't come from a spiritual 
clearance rack! It came from following Romans 12:1 -- 
"present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service".  There is no 
other way! 
 
Feel free to pinch pennies and search for the best deal as 
much as you like in the natural world.  But when it comes 
to your walk with God, I exhort you to pay the full price!  
You will never be disappointed!  ● 

2022 ACJC National Ladies Conference 
Thursday, April 28 and Friday April 29 - ACJC National Campground - Campbell, Texas 

For Info: Sis. Mary Smith - 918-261-2788 
 
 
 

 



 

NEED ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR YOUR CONGREGATION? 
Contact Pastor Jason Hood – 573-201-5700    
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Please Cover our District in Prayer 

Springfield 
Living Water’s Apostolic Church 
Pastor Michael Adkins 
 
Louisburg/Buffalo 
New Beginnings Apostolic Church 
Pastor Randy Sapp 
 
Lebanon 
Christ Fellowship Apostolic Pentecostal Church 
Pastor Jason M. Hood 

New Haven 
Zion Pentecostal Church 
Pastor David Rogers 
 
Overland 
Calvary Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ 
Pastor Burley Keath 
 

Our Churches 


