A Peculiar Sound in a Strange Land
Elder Jason M. Hood, District Chairman

Many of you are aware that
I spent close to a decade as
a missionary in Mexico and
Central America. When I
madeto the United States in
Made the transition back
2015 many things that had been so familiar to
me seemed absolutely foreign. I had done my
best to assimilate to the culture of the fields I
served in order to better reach those around me.
As was the case with our Apostle Paul, I tried to
become all things to all men that I might win
some.
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I had not been back in the United States long
before I heard a very peculiar sound. It was a
rainy day in northeast Texas where I was living at
the time. Out of nowhere, a flash of light crossed
the sky followed by a deep rumble that seemed
to shake the very earth on which I was standing.
It was alarming. I still remember the feeling of
my heart sinking. What was this peculiar sound?
Obviously, you already know the identity of this
sound. It was simple thunder. I was in the middle
of a thunderstorm – a common enough
occurrence in the United States – but something
that was not quite so common where I had spent
the past several years. While we would have
tropical storms, hurricanes, and monsoon rains,
an actual thunderstorm was very rare. In fact, in
my entire tenure in Belize, I can only think of
being in one thunderstorm. It was very late one
evening while I was staying in the town of Punta
Gorda basing from there while I ministered
across the south of the country.
I seem to remember that storm produced a
single clap of thunder. Otherwise, it had been
years since I heard a sound that most everyone
would consider common. Thunder was a peculiar
sound in the “strange land” in which I lived. It
was out of place.

What was normal in the United States was
completely abnormal to me. My home country
had become a strange land to me, and the sound
of thunder very disconcerting. It took quite a few
months of hearing this sound before it became
normal to me again. And it’s very difficult to
describe exactly how the sound hit my ear when
I heard it again for the first time after years. All I
can say is that it didn’t sound like the way I
remembered thunder. But the thunder hadn’t
changed, only my perception of it.
The message of the Church of Jesus Christ is a
peculiar one. What makes us a peculiar people is
our very peculiar message. We wholeheartedly
preach and teach something that is not well
received in our modern age. We declare that
there is only one God and we are not Him. We
preach salvation by Jesus Christ alone through His
way alone and not an “everyone’s going to go to
heaven” style salvation. We say peculiar things
like “dress modestly,” “live moderately,” and “be
holy unto the Lord.”
We say, “your life is not your own” while the
strange land says “I am the god of my own
destiny.” We hear “my body, my choice” but we
reply, “your soul, your consequences.” It’s a
peculiar sound in this strange land.
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REMINDER
The first Monday of every month has been set aside as a day
of prayer and fasting for the Missouri District.
“Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ …” Colossians 6:2

The Missouri District of the Apostolic
Church of Jesus Christ International, Inc.
www.ACJCMO.org
acjcmissouri@gmail.com
Office: (636) 253-3194
Pastor Jason M. Hood, District Chairman/Editor
Pastor Michael G. Adkins, Secretary/Treasurer
Sister Sandi Sapp, Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader
Please address district offerings to:
ACJC Missouri District
1173 Red Clover Road
Strafford, MO 65757

Special Announcement from
the Editor
Anyone who has been to the grocery store or
gas station recently realizes the impact of the
current economy on the cost of almost
everything in our daily lives. This coupled with
ongoing supply chain issues has resulted in most
of us making modifications to how we eat,
travel, and live. The publication of this
newsletter is no less effected by rising costs,
including an up to 11% postage rate increase.
To that end, the decision has been made to
make a modification to our publication
schedule. Beginning July 2022, Apostolic Truth
will transition from bi-monthly to quarterly.
You will receive your next edition in July
followed by another in October.

Follow us online at ACJCMO.org
ACJC Missouri District

However, we also plan to make changes in
content that will maintain cost-cutting
measures while making for a more robust
publication. Thank you for understanding and
for your ongoing support of the Missouri District
of the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ. ●
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UPCOMING EVENTS
June Fellowship Meeting
Saturday, June 11 at 1PM
New Beginnings Apostolic Church
42 New Hope Road
Buffalo, Missouri
Host: Pastor Randy Sapp

2022 National Youth Camp
Tuesday, June 14 – Thursday, June 16
Lake Benson Campground
Bon Aqua, Tennessee
For Info: Bro. Michael Luna
254-338-6415

July Fellowship Meeting
Saturday, July 9 at 1PM
Christ Fellowship APC
380 South Washington Ave.
Lebanon, Missouri
Host: Elder Jason M. Hood
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New Preaching Point:
Rolla, Phelps County
The Missouri District ACJC is very pleased to
announce the opening of a new preaching point
near the city of Rolla. Located in Phelps County,
Rolla is a city of just over 20,000 souls. The
Gospel first came to Phelps County and the Rolla
area in the early 1920’s. Though there are
churches serving the area, many thousands
remain unreached, especially in the populated
rural areas to the south and west including the
communities of Newburg, Edgar Springs, and
Vida.
The Hood and Light families are currently
holding bi-weekly services in a home
approximately 3 miles south of the city. They are
earnestly praying for souls to join them
including laborers with a burden for the area.
Please join with them in prayer for Rolla and the
surrounding area. ●

108th General Conference of the
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ
Monday, July 25 – Thursday, July 28
ACJC National Campground
Campbell, Texas

PLEASE ATTEND AND SUPPORT
YOUR ORGANIZATION!

ACJC Missouri District
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Continued from page 1, “A Peculiar Sound in a Strange Land”
The voice of the Church of Jesus Christ is very peculiar. It sounds so different that those who speak with it are accused of
homophobia, xenophobia, bigotry, and intolerance. The fact that our doors are open for homosexuals to find a new life in
Christ is ignored. That we recognize the Kingdom of God extending beyond international borders and that our Gospel is
open and our churches inclusive of all races is cast aside. That we are willing to love to a degree that tolerates things that
are absolutely intolerable with the hopes that someone would find salvation is misunderstood, mistranslated, and
maligned.
Our peculiar message says that God
and God alone knows the best
decisions for our lives, that His ways
are perfect, and that we will have the
best possible life now and eternal life
hereafter. All of this is peculiar in a
strange land that says only I know
what’s best for me, that whatever I
believe to be true is true, and that
contentment isn’t possible and when
I’m dead I’m just dead.
Nevertheless, someone will hear the
voice of the Church thundering across
a strange land. Their hearts will sink as
they see the dreadful end of their own
sinfulness. They will be moved to turn
to their Creator for answers, and they
will find in Him perfect peace that
passes all understanding.
This will not be the majority, nor
should we expect it to be. It never has
been. As our land descends into
deeper strangeness our message will
sound more peculiar. But the answer
isn’t changing the message. Let the
thunder roll. Shout on, children. Shout
on the message and sound the Gospel
trumpet loudly and clearly across the
strange land.
We shall be victorious in the end and
shall march into Zion with the
admiration of the thankful few who
followed us there. ●

ACJC Missouri District

Page 4

Apostolic Truth

May/June 2022

2022 ACJC Missouri District Conference Report

The 2022 State Conference of the Missouri District of the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ was held Thursday, March 31
and Friday, April 1. Pastor Randy Sapp and the family of New Beginnings Apostolic Church in Louisburg, Missouri hosted
the event. In total, some 75 gathered over the course of two days of services and special teaching sessions to enjoy good
fellowship and instruction from the Word of God.
We were honored to have in attendance the entire National Executive Board with Bishop Lonnie Smith (National General
Chairman), Elder Tony White (National Assistant General Chairman), and Elder Richard Gearin (National General
Secretary) joining us. We were also blessed to have Bro. and Sis. Everett, home missionaries from Dumas, Arkansas, and
a delegation of Ministers and Saints from Emmanuel Holiness Church in Ripley, Mississippi.
The theme of this year’s conference was “Overcoming the Present Darkness,” and certainly, that is what was
accomplished! The presence of the Lord was evident throughout our services as individuals were used in the gifts of the
Spirit and the altars filled with hungry souls seeking Christ. Elder Charles Smith (Oklahoma District Elder) ministered in
both evening services. We were encouraged and strengthened by his ministry on Thursday from Numbers 23:16-20 as
he reminded us that we cannot alter what is written. And we were challenged by the transparency he shared through his
own testimony on Friday night.
Pastor Michael Adkins (Missouri District Secretary) taught the Brothers a dynamic lesson on overcoming obstacles in
personal evangelism. Sis. Mary Smith taught the Sisters on how to keep and maintain your joy. Elder Jason M. Hood
(Missouri District Elder) taught a join session on how to thrive in today’s post-Christian culture.
In our General Business Session, Elder Hood was reelected by acclamation to serve as our District Elder for the next three
years. Our prayers go with him as he fulfills this service for our District. ●

ACJC Missouri District
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140 Souls Baptized in the Philippines –
Bible College Preliminary Exams Begin

THE PHILIPPINES

Population: 109,180,815
Ethnic Groups: Tagalog 24.4%,
Bisaya/Binisaya 11.4%,
Cebuano 9.9%, Ilocano 8.8%,
Hiligaynon/Ilonggo 8.4%,
Bikol/Bicol 6.8%, Waray 4%,
other local ethnicity 26.1%,
other foreign ethnicity .1%

ACJC Missouri District

The ACJC's current work in the Philippines consists
of multiple Churches, Ministries, and a Bible School
under the leadership of Bishop R.A. Zaragoza and is
headquartered in San Carlos. The Apostolic School
of Theology is a 2 year intensive program for future
Pastors and Ministers. In 2020, the school produced
20 graduates with another 25 first year students
moving into the second year program. Upon
graduation, students will be placed with a local
Pastor to support the work and continue the handson learning experience.
Upon graduation, each student receives a new
KJV/Tagalog Bible. Contributions are being received
to furnish these Bibles at a cost of $15 each.
Learn More: ACJCII.org/Philippines
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Gates of Praise

Sis. Sandi Sapp, Missouri District Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader

shalt

“Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou
call thy walls salvation, and thy gates praise.” - Isaiah 60:18
Walls named Salvation--Gates named Praise--think about that with me for a while.

Envision with me a walled city. The walls are strong, solid, and unmovable. They are walls of protection that keep the
enemy out. Walls that keep the city safe. Walls to mark the boundaries--obvious indications of where the city sits. Walls
named Salvation! Walls that are solid all the way around the city, with one exception.
The entry way into the city--the gates. And what are these gates named? The gates that provide access into the city
walled with Salvation? The gates are named PRAISE! We cannot get safely inside the walls of Salvation without first
walking through the gates of Praise. We can see the walls of Salvation from the outside, maybe even get a glimpse of
the city inside, but we will never be inside the walls ourselves without entering through the gates of Praise.
Gates. They can be opened, they can be closed, and they can be locked tight until they rust together. You decide how
your gate of Praise will be. Will it be opened or will it be closed? Will it be closed so long and so tight that it hardens to
an unmovable barrier? The choice is yours and mine--our gates--our praise. Are we going to go through the gates of
Praise into the city and be protected by the walls of Salvation? Or are we going to close our gates of Praise and be locked
outside of the walls of Salvation?
And not your salvation only, but that of your family, your friends, your acquaintances, visitors to your church. If you
close the gates of Praise in your life, you are shutting off an entrance into the city--you are blocking the way of entrance
into the walls of Salvation. Neither you nor they can enter through. Open wide the gates of Praise and enter freely!
Allow others to enter! Let there be access to Salvation through your Praise!

IN MEMORIAM
Sis. Alice Mae Molter
May 26, 1956 - May 1, 2022

“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”
– Psalm 116:15

It is with great regret that we announce the passing of
Sis. Alice Mae Molter who was a member of Living
Waters Apostolic Church in Springfield and will be
greatly missed by all.
The Ministry, Churches, and Saints of the Missouri
District of the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ extend
their heartfelt prayers and sympathy to her family and
to the Springfield Church during their time of loss.
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Our Churches & Preaching Points
Springfield
Living Waters Apostolic Church
Pastor Michael Adkins

New Haven
Zion Pentecostal Church
Pastor David Rogers

Louisburg/Buffalo
New Beginnings Apostolic Church
Pastor Randy Sapp

Overland
Calvary Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ
Pastor Burley Keath

Lebanon
Christ Fellowship Apostolic Pentecostal Church
Pastor Jason M. Hood

Rolla
Preaching Point
The Hood and Light Families

NEED ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR YOUR CONGREGATION?
Contact Pastor Jason Hood – 573-201-5700
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Please Cover our District in Prayer

