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Heaven Bound Requires Discipline  
Pastor Michael Adkins, Missouri District Secretary/Treasurer  

pursuing your own agenda and start following 
Christ, no matter what. 
 
1. The Tongue: James 1:26, If any man among you 
seem to be religious and bridleth not his tongue, 
but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is 
vain. 
 
James 3:5-6: Even so the tongue is a little 
member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the 
tongue among our members, that it defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of 
nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 
 
2. Solitude, Get alone with God– C.S. Lewis called 
solitude the first job each morning. He saw its 
purpose as pushing away the day’s concerns …  
 

Continued on Page 3  

Hebrews 12:1-2: “Wherefore 
seeing we also are 
compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight 
 and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 

us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
The perseverance and endurance to obedience of 
faith in Christ, was the race set before the 
Hebrews, wherein they must either win the 
crown of glory, or have everlasting misery for 
their portion; and it is set before us today. Victory 
is the same for them as it is for us today, pressing 
on to the finish line. 
 
The life of an Olympic athlete in training doesn’t 
look very much like the lives of the rest of the 
world. Olympic athletes don’t eat the same food. 
They don’t sleep the same hours. If they’re school 
age, their schooling is different. Hardly an hour of 
an Olympic athlete’s day is the same as yours 
would be. In many regards you could say that an 
Olympic athlete has left the world behind. But 
why? They are working for a goal that they value 
more than they value a so called normal life. They 
make sacrifices the rest of the world finds hard to 
understand. But an athlete finds it equally as hard 
to understand why anyone else would settle for 
just normal. 
  
To be a disciple of Jesus is to leave the world 
behind and go into training. A disciple is one who 
follows after a master, not casually, the way you 
might follow your favorite sports team, but 
following strenuously, working hard to imitate or 
be like the master. Jesus gathered up his disciples 
with a simple command; “Follow me.” And 
contained in that command to follow is a call to 
leave the world behind. It’s a command to stop 
pursuing your own agenda and start following 
Christ, no matter what. 
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MISSOURI DISTRICT ACJC 

FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS 

July Fellowship Meeting 
Friday, July 9th   7PM 
Christ Fellowship APC 

380 South Washington Avenue 
Lebanon, Missouri 

Host: Pastor Jason M. Hood 
 

August Fellowship Meeting 
Friday, August 6th   7PM 

New Beginning Apostolic Church 
42 New Hope Road 

Louisburg/Buffalo, Missouri 
Host: Pastor Randy Sapp 

 

September Fellowship Meeting 
Will be held on the afternoon of our District 

Men’s and Women’s Conference 
Saturday, September 18th   2PM 

Christ Fellowship APC 
380 South Washington Avenue 

Lebanon, Missouri 
 

A special offering for Home Missions will be 
received at the July Fellowship Meeting. 

 

  
The Missouri District of the Apostolic 

Church of Jesus Christ International, Inc. 

www.ACJCMO.org      

acjcmissouri@gmail.com  

Office: (636) 253-3194 

Pastor Jason M. Hood, District Chairman/Editor 

Pastor Michael G. Adkins, Secretary/Treasurer 

Sister Karen Adkins, Ladies’ Auxiliary Leader 

Please address district offerings to: 

ACJC Missouri District 

1173 Red Clover Road 

Strafford, MO 65757 

TEN GOSPEL PREACHERS 
Adapted By Bro. Hood from a 19th Century Poem 

 
Ten Gospel Preachers, happy, doing fine; 

One listened to a rumor, then there were only nine. 
 

Nine Gospel Preachers, faithful, never running late; 
One didn't like the leaders, then there were only eight. 

 

Eight Gospel Preachers, rejoicing on their way to heaven; 
One was too busy for fellowship, then there were only seven. 

 

Seven Gospel Preachers, life dealt them some hard licks; 
One grew too discouraged, then there were only six. 

 

Six Gospel Preachers, all very much alive; 
One lost his interest, then there were only five. 

 

Five Gospel Preachers, always wishing there were more; 
Got into a small dispute, then there were only four. 

 

Four Gospel Preachers, keeping just as busy as could be; 
One didn't like a decision made, then there were only three. 

 

Three Gospel Preachers, could it be that one of them was you? 
He grew tired of all the hard work, then there were only two. 

 

Two Gospel Preachers with so much to be done; 
One said "What's the use? I give up," then there was only one. 

 

Now just one Gospel Preacher left who found a Brother true! 
Brought him into fellowship, and suddenly there were two. 

 

Two Gospel Preachers didn't find the work to be a bore; 
Each brought along another, and suddenly there were four. 

 

Four Gospel Preachers dedicated to their fellowship’s fate; 
By showing Christ’s true love, and suddenly there were eight. 

 

Eight Gospel Preachers, keeping unity between; 
Talked so much about it, they soon numbered sixteen. 

 

Sixteen Gospel Preachers, to their obligations true; 
Were pleased when their number grew to thirty-two. 

 

So we can't put our troubles at someone else’s door; 
It's our fault if we harm the fellowship we adore. 

 

Don't fuss about decisions made or who is in the lead; 
Keep your obligation to God by serving all indeed. 

 

HOW MUCH DOES GOOD FELLOWSHIP 
MEAN TO YOU? 
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Continued from Page 1, “Heaven Bound 
Requires Discipline” 
 
…from his mind and focusing instead on God’s voice. In his 
view solitude provided the strength needed for each day’s 
challenges. 
 

Mark 1:35 (This is Jesus): And in the morning, rising up a great 
while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary 
place, and there prayed.  Matthew 14:23: And when he had 
sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart 
to pray and when the evening was come, he was there alone. 
 

God thought enough of you and me that he gave us the 
perfect example of leaving everything else to have our quiet 
time of solitude.    
 

3. Prayer: Prayer provides another spiritual discipline that 
renews and revives. Jesus taught on the subject of prayer. 
 

Matthew 6:9-13: After this manner therefore pray ye: Our 
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Reverence, submission, and petitions are all very-important 
key elements to prayer. Decisions and choices dot the 
landscape of our lives. We handle them well when we handle 
them prayerfully. We draw near to God in our private times 
of prayer and emerge ready and able to face life’s challenges. 
 

4. The Word: Came by inspiration of God. It gives us 
instruction to teach us principles to guide our lives. 
Endurance that carries us through the highs and lows of life. 
Someone said a worn-out Bible usually belongs to someone 
who isn’t. God’s word enables us to “hang in there” and 
endure the difficulties of life. 
 

We find comfort in the stories and teaching in the Bible. God’s 
word encourages us to trust in the God who never changes. 
The word of God gives us hope. In solitude we can spend time 
with God, in prayer we can talk with God, and in the word he 
speaks to us personally. We can only benefit from time spent 
with God through these disciplines. 
 

By the sin that does so easily beset us, understand that sin to 
which we are most prone, or exposed, from habit, age, or 
circumstances. For while a man’s darling sin, be it what it will, 
remains unsubdued, it will hinder him from running the 

 

Christian race, as it takes from him every motive for running, 
and gives power to every discouragement. When we get 
weary and faint in our minds let us recollect that the holy Jesus 
suffered, to save us from eternal misery. 
 

V. 2 says Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith. By steadfastly looking to Jesus, our thoughts would 
strengthen holy affections, and keep under our carnal desires. 
Let us always consider him. What are our little trials to his 
agonies, or even to our deserts?  
 
There is a proneness to believers to grow weary, and to faint 
under trials and afflictions; this is from the imperfection of 
grace and the remains or corruption. CHRISTIANS SHOULD 
NOT FAINT UNDER THEIR TRIALS. 
  
God may let others alone in their sins, but he will correct sin 
in his own children. In this he acts as our heavenly father. Our 
earthly parents sometimes may correct us, to gratify their 
passion, rather than to reform our manners. But the father of 
our souls never willingly grieves or afflicts his children. It is 
always for our profit.  
 
Our whole life here is a state of childhood, and we are 
imperfect to spiritual things, therefore we must submit to the 
discipline of God. 
 

Final thoughts: To be disciplined it takes training. You have to 
be serious about your training to be like him. And that training 
is going to cost something in earthly terms. It will cost you 
time, it will cost you some long-ingrained habits, it may even 
cost you some friends. You know what the costs will be for 
you, or God will soon show you, if you ask him to. 
 

Jesus commands his disciples to deny themselves. That may 
seem harsh, but remember, he requires you to let go of the 
things of this world only so that you can take hold of 
something better. Is anything holding you back? Let it go. 
Leave it behind. You’ll get back more than you ever let go of.  

 

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND 
 

MINISTERS PRAYER MEETING 
Saturday, July 10 at 10AM 

Living Waters Apostolic Church  
1665 East St. Louis Street 

Springfield, Missouri 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACJC FOREIGN MISSIONS REPORT 

 

THE PHILIPPINES – BISHOP ZARAGOZA  
Praising God for 72 more souls baptized in the name of Jesus Christ across the Philippines. Please also be in prayer for the 
Apostolic School of Theology, which resumed classes in May 2021. The students are already in their second semester and 
hope to finish the school year by the end of July. A complete copy of the most recent newsletter is available for download 
at ACJCII.org.  
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KENYA – BISHOP BERNARD  
We give thanks to the Lord for the metal roof going up on a new Church structure in Kenya. Next will come the walls, which 
are made of mud bricks. We are also thankful for the walls going up on another Church structure as progress continues. 
Please continue to pray for Bishop Bernard and the Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ in Kenya. Videos of these building 
projects can be viewed by going to ACJCII.org and clicking the image from Kenya in the scrolling image bar.   
 
 

SUPPORT FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Send your Foreign Missions offerings to Pastor Michael Adkins, 1173 Red Clover Rd., Strafford, MO 65757.  
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disciples for who they really were. Can you put yourself in 
their shoes and feel some empathy for them? These men, 
who had hung all of their hopes in the teachings of this 
Rabbi from Nazareth, were naturally distraught having 
sacrificed everything in order to follow their Savior.  
 
Savior? Indeed. Beaten, bloodied, and nailed to a cross. 
Unable, in the opinion of the audience, to save Himself 
while professing the ability to save others. Surely, a Savior, 
a Messiah, would be made of stronger stuff than this. That 
some walked away from Golgotha having rejected Jesus 
should come as no surprise. After all, the image of His flesh 
suspended between heaven and earth on the rough-cut 
wood altar of criminals would have taken the wind out of 
the sails of almost any ship of faith.  
 
Jesus was no stranger to rejection. In Matthew 13, we see 
the Lord rejected in His hometown of Nazareth. They knew 
Him as “the carpenter’s son” (vs. 55). But as Jesus claimed 
to be more than merely Mary’s little boy, they were 
offended in Him. Literally, they “stumbled over” Him. It 
was a bridge too far. After all, they knew much about Jesus 
yet, in all their knowing, knew nothing. They could not 
accept Him for who He was because they could not get past 
their own ideas about what He was.  
 
This same way of thinking led to an interesting controversy 
almost immediately following the resurrection. The setting 
is Acts 1 with Jesus and His disciples standing on a 
mountainside. In just a few moments, the Lord’s feet 
would leave the earth and angels would have to calm the 
surprise of the onlookers by reminding them, “Jesus…shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go …” (vs 11). 
Jesus had told them to wait in Jerusalem until they received 
 
  

“the promise” (vs 4). The same disciples who walked away 
on crucifixion day had enjoyed the restoration of their faith 
through their personal interactions with the resurrected 
Christ. Their understanding had been opened (Luke 24:45). 
Nevertheless, a controversy remained in their minds, 
which would now spring from their lips.  
 
“Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?” (Acts 1:6) 
 
They still didn’t get it. In the backs of their minds, they were 
still holding onto an image of the Messiah that was built 
over generations by the corrupted theological system that 
immerged from the Babylonian captivity. The religious 
leaders of the Jewish people had formed, partly from 
prophecy and partly from their own imaginations, an image 
of the Messiah as a conquering King astride a white horse 
leading armies against the oppressors of Israel. Certainly 
one raised from the dead would be able to accomplish this 
task quite easily! After all, what enemy can stand before an 
immortal Messiah?  
 
Jesus answer was to point them ahead to the upcoming 
baptism with the Holy Ghost as promised in Joel, declared 
by John the Baptist, and promised in Christ’s own teaching. 
Suddenly the potential for offense has switched to an 
entirely different perspective as presented in Matthew 13. 
For there, in Nazareth, they could not accept Jesus for what 
He really was, but now the opportunity existed to reject 
Him for what He really was not.  
 
He was NOT the King on a white horse today.  
He was NOT going to kick the Romans out of Judea today.  
He was NOT setting up the earthly throne of David today. 
He was NOT who the preachers had said He would be.  
 
Certainly, the disciples had expectations of their Messiah. 
But they were confronted with the reality that Jesus had…  

Continued on Page 6 
 

Pastor Jason M. Hood, Missouri District Chairman  
Can You Accept Me for What I’m Not? 

The scenes following the crucifixion are 
among the most transparent in the 
entire Bible. In the shadow of Calvary, 
we begin to see the remaining 11 
disciples 
 

 

REMEMBER: A SPECIAL HOME MISSIONS OFFERING 
WILL BE RECEIVED AT THE JULY FELLOWSHIP MEETING. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING ACJC 

NATIONAL EVENTS 

107th Annual General Conference 

Monday, July 26 - Thursday, July 29, 2021 

ACJC National Campground - Campbell, TX 

  

National Men's Conference 

Thursday, Nov. 4 - Friday, Nov. 5, 2021 

Dexter Pentecostal Church - Dexter, MS 

 

For more national events or to sign up 

for monthly reminder emails, visit 

ACJCII.org. 
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Continued from Page 5, “Can You Accept Me for 
What I’m Not?” 

 
…been born of a virgin, died on a cross, buried in the earth, 
and rose from the dead the third day just as He said 
WITHOUT being the image of the Messiah they were told to 
expect by their religious leaders. Jesus lined up with the 
Word of God – the prophecies of old – perfectly in every 
regard, but He did not fulfill their dream of a superman.  
 
They had to accept Jesus for what He was not.  
 
Turn the pages of history a few centuries and we must ask 
ourselves another question: Do we commit the same error 
of holding others to unreasonable expectations?  
 
Likewise, if we are not careful, we begin to lay upon others 
certain expectations, which, while not always bad, are 
nevertheless either unbiblical or unreasonable. Recently, I 
read the Articles of Faith of a religious organization that, 
speaking on one point of doctrine, said this: “While the 
Scripture is clear on this point, nevertheless, in order to raise 
a higher standard of ministry …” and proceeded to explain 
why they would require something beyond the writ of 
Scripture. How vain are we to think that we miserable 
human beings can raise a “higher standard” than “thus saith 
  

Follow us online at ACJCMO.org  

the Lord?” But, this is only one example of the principle.  
 
Consider how we treat our fellow brethren when they are – 
heaven forbid – not perfect. How we expect them never to 
falter or fail. How we are completely astonished when their 
humanity wins a battle here and there. And, of course, 
instead of reaching down a loving hand of reconciliation, we 
offer them the right boot of disfellowship. Can we not accept 
people for what they are not? Can we not accept that even 
our Christian brethren are not perfect?  
 
Can you accept that I might not always lead in the way you 
expect, but that I am sincerely trying? Can you lead me to 
the cross when my ways are questionable? Or will you 
simply hang me upon a cross of your own making for the 
satisfaction of your own spiritual ego? Can you follow your 
Pastor even when he’s not the picture perfect “dream 
leader” you’ve built an image of in your mind? Can you still 
attend a church with people who haven’t “arrived” yet but 
are striving every day to get there? 
 
Can you accept me for what I’m not? Or is that simply a 
bridge to far? Is the fact that I’m still human going to hinder 
you from following me as I follow Christ? I certainly hope 
not. For if none of our first Apostles were perfect, what hope 
have we? Yet we accept them, even like Christ, for what they 
were and were not.  
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have to do.” 
 

The New Living Translation says it this way:  “Nothing in all 
creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and 
exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are 
accountable.” 
  
EEEEYIYI! The realization that everything I say, do, or even 
think is completely open and transparent to the most holy 
and powerful force in the universe makes me feel very 
vulnerable. I have said, done and thought a few things I 
would rather nobody know about, let alone a holy 
God.  And then, the writer adds a reminder that not only 
does my Lord know everything, I am accountable to Him 
for my actions.  And if it stopped there, that passage would 
leave me with a sense of terror and helplessness, because 
even on my best day, I make mistakes and do things I later 
regret. 
  
But verse 16 of that chapter goes on to say, “Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 
I have often connected verse 16 with verses 14 and 15 
which talk about how Christ understands our humanity and 
our struggles.  That is a beautiful realization, and it is fairly 
easy to grasp why a God who understands me and made 
me the way I am would welcome me to His presence.  But 
this evening I connected the offer to come boldly before 
God in verse 16 back to verse 13, and that gets a little 
harder to wrap my mind around.   
 
The perfect, holy Creator of heaven and earth knows 
everything I have ever done good and bad…and still invites 
me to come talk to Him, and to do so with confidence, even 
when I have failed.  Not cowering, not terrified of His 
wrath, not so embarrassed I can’t lift my head.  Because He 
already knows, I can come boldly.  
 
I don't have to stress about what He will think of me when 
He finds out I messed up. There is no cause for me to try to 
 
 hide my mistakes, make wrongs right on my own, or figure 
out how to help myself out of my mess.  If I do try to hide it 
from Him, He sees that too, and I am left with more to confess 
when I finally find the nerve and humility to talk to Him. But 

hide my mistakes, make wrongs right on my own, or figure 
out how to help myself out of my mess.  If I do try to hide 
it from Him, He sees that too, and I am left with more to 
confess when I finally find the nerve and humility to talk to 
Him. But if I will just come and talk to Him about what He 
already knows, He offers mercy and grace to help when I 
need it. 
 
Yes, we still have to repent when we sin, and there may still 
be consequences and restitution to be made, but oh the 
wonder of knowing our God is not only holy and all-
powerful, he is also gentle, forgiving, loving and merciful.  
All we have to do is come talk to Him, with full confidence 
that He is ready and waiting for us to be honest, so He can 
offer us forgiveness, restoration, mercy and grace. 
 
 
 
 
Sis. Hood submitted this article on behalf of Sis. Karen 
Adkins, Missouri District ACJC Ladies’ Auxiliary Director. 

Sis. Elaine Hood, On Behalf of the Missouri Ladies’ Auxiliary  
Come Boldly 

Hebrews 4:13 “Neither is there any 
creature that is not manifest in his sight: 
but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we  

SISTER ALEXANDER’S SALAD 
 

This is a favorite salad of the wife of the ACJC 
National Home Missions Director. 

 

Ingredients:  
- 1 C mayo 
- 1/4-1/2 C sugar 
- 1/4 C milk (to desired thinness) 
- 1/4 C shredded parmesan 
- Bacon pieces to taste 
- Lettuce 
- Cauliflower, finely chopped (about 1/4 as 

much cauliflower as you have lettuce) 
 
Directions:  

Mix first 5 ingredients and pour over 
salad immediately before serving. 



 

NEED ADDITIONAL COPIES FOR YOUR CONGREGATION? 
Contact Pastor Jason Hood – 573-201-5700    

The Missouri District ACJC 

Newsletter is sponsored by: 

Your continued generous financial support 

of our District  

and 

Biblical Apostolic University 

Learn more about earning your degree in 

Theology, Ministry, or Christian Counseling at 

home and at your own pace at 

BiblicalApostolic.com. 
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For Ages 20+            NO REGISTRATION FEE  
                                               (Cost of outing will not be covered) 

 

REGISTER BY JULY 31ST BY CONTACTING SIS. TAMMY– 417-322-0934 

 

 

 

COMING SOON!  

MISSOURI DISTRICT ACJC MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

ONE DAY ONLY!      Saturday, September 18, 2021 

Hosted by: Christ Fellowship APC   380 South Washington Avenue    Lebanon, Missouri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CONFERENCE OF ENCOURAGMENT 

TACKLING CHALLENGES OF APOSTOLIC 

SINGLES 

 
Schedule of Sessions: 

Friday, August 13  7PM 

Saturday, August 14  10AM & 1PM 

Fellowship Outing to Follow 

 

Hosted By:  

Christ Fellowship APC 

380 South Washington Avenue 

Lebanon, Missouri 

 

 

Schedule of Services: 

9:30AM – Meet & Greet w/ Light Refreshments 

10AM – Men: Bishop Stanley Stone     Women: Sis. Sarah Stone 

11AM – Men: Pastor Michael Adkins     Women: Sis. Karen Adkins 

1PM – Men: Pastor Jason Hood     Women: Sis. Elaine Hood 

2PM – Combined Fellowship Meeting - Speaker: Bishop Stanley Stone 


